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place in the pages of a professional journal; but we purpose to inquire how far the Report of the Commissioners corroborates our former conclusions as to the causes of sickness and mortality among the troops, and to notice a few points which were not brought out in the first investigation.
In the course of their inquiry, the commissioners examined the surgeons, or, in their absence, the assistant-surgeons in charge, of " The supplies of medicines and medical comforts have, generally speaking, not been in sufficient quantities, the requisitions for both being in many instances curtailed; in others, none were to be had; rarely, if ever, were the requisitions complied with in full, until latterly. Three pounds of arrow-root for the whole division were at one time issued, while cholera was raging; at another, of a requisition for sago, arrow-root, essence of beef, and caudles, the last only were sent As regards medicines, many important ones were at times only obtained in small quantities,?viz., ol pulv. opii and calomel, only four ounces of each were got for a sick-list of G3G cases of cholera, dysentery, diarrhoea, fevers, &c., which was about one dose of three grains each of these two medicines to each patient. Again, one ounce of pulv. opii and four ounces of blue pill were got for the whole division, consisting of nine regiments, besides marines and artillery, the sick-list being 019 of the diseases above mentioned." (p. 144.) It is unnecessary to multiply these quotations; enough has been stated to show that there was but too good reason for complaint on the subject ?f want both of medicines and medical comforts, and the painful inference cannot be avoided, that many a gallant soldier fell a victim to disease who might have been saved had the medical officers been properly supplied with the means of treatment.
The question naturally suggests itself, who was to blame for these deficiencies '( As Dr. Hall was at the head of the department in the East, the responsibility must rest with him, unless it can be shown that he was neglected by the authorities at home, that supplies could not be procured on the spot, or that he had used every exertion to remedy the deficiencies, but had failed from causes beyond his control. 
